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WE ASK FOR TERMINATION or DELAY of POWDER RENEGADE LODGE PROPOSAL
THIS MASSIVE SKI-CAT OPERATION AND LODGE
WANTS TO OCCUPY AN AREA OF 8847 Ha
BETWEEN THE KETTLE & GRANBY DRAINAGES

It is an area that can be visualized better when imposed or imagined on other areas, 21 km long and up
to 12.6 km wide.

As the Crow Flies:

Grand Forks to Midway 18.6 km
Grand Forks to Nth of Jewel Lake 20 km
Osoyoos to Oliver 17 km

Osoyoos to Bridesville 20.8 km
Osoyoos to Baldy 21 km

Rock Creek to Baldy 21 km

Proposed Tenure
21 km length
up to 11.6 km wide
21,861 acres
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OUR CONCERNS

A Summary List.

1. Completely inadequate public notification process and response period.

2. Overlap into Motor Vehicle Closed area, trashing intent of that closure.

3. Entire Proposal in Kettle Granby Grizzly Wildlife Habitat Area and GAR Order, trashing intent of
that designation. see later maps.

4, Massive operation with ecological footprint far exceeding tenure footprint.

5. Completely inadequate "armchair" Environmental Assessment.

6. Due to application timing and season, no opportunity for interested parties including

professionals to do the necessary on the ground assessments.

7. Loss of habitat in an already fragmented landscape with serious consequences for the
threatened Kettle-Granby grizzly and other wildlife.

8. Accelerated runoff with attendant issues from roads and trails leading to increased flood risk
downstream
9. Many new roads and trails with attendant tree removal, proposed in area in addition to

excessive existing roads.
10. Highly mechanized operation with noise, air pollution in and out of tenure area.

11. Concerns as to Governments intent to favour this application in view of applicants failed
application in another area.

12. Exaggerated economic benefits and no costing of environmental consequences. Irony of
proposing high ecological harm, global warming enterprise of a type already deemed to be
contributing to loss of ski seasons worldwide, amongst other harms

SEE THE EXPANDED, DETAILED LIST OF CONCERNS

www.boundaryalliance.org
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OVERLAP INTO MOTOR VEHICLE CLOSED AREA

granby west motor =
vehicle closure ;
¥5 area. dotted yellow 5

PRL tenure plan
red line I

LARGE PORTION OF THE PROPSAL INTRUDES INTO THE GRANBY WEST MOTORIZED VEHICLE CLOSURE
AREA and is

ALL IN THE KETTLE GRANBY CRIZZLY WILDLIFE HABITAT ZONE

The OVERLAP is about 2400 HA or 5930 acres and that is about 27$ of the proposed tenure and a 19%
bite into the Motor Vehicle Closed Area. This intrusion is also where the Lodge, other
accommodations, service buildings, services and activity hub are planned.

THIS INTRUSION ALONE SHOULD HAVE DISQUALIFIED THE APPLICATION IN THAT IT COMPLETELY
TRASHES THE INTENT OF THE MOTOR VEHICLE CLOSED AREA

NOTE THE LEVEL of FRAGMENTATION AND DISTURBANCE ALREADY IN THIS GENERAL AREA.
THE FAILURE OF GOVERNMENT TO PROTECT THE NATURAL VALUES OF THIS AREA,

by removing this area from consideration, may have now imposed a statutory requirement that this
application be considered. If Government is therefore unable to terminate the application at this point
(as we recommend) then we say that it would be a travesty to proceed with this flawed application as is,
that it is not possible to address the major concerns through any build out process.

WE RECOMMEND A DELAY of ONE YEAR BE IMPOSED

in order to address the multiple issues outlined in the CONCERNS section below

www.boundaryalliance.org
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FULL PERIMETER VIEW

Full Perimeter view shows the already fragmented and disturbed areas in and around the Perimeter
which is occurring despite the intent of the Motor Vehicle Closure Area and the bigger Grizzly Secure
Core Areas that extends through this whole view.

More to come on the Secure Core Areas, mapping and more showing the continuing losses of Secure
Core Areas. Insecure Areas might be more appropriate.

www.boundaryalliance.org



MOTOR VEHICLE CLOSED AREA

Extract from information
provided by Government to the
Grand Forks Gazette in 1997 as
the closures were about to be
implemented:

“The habitat program is
concerned that activities
associated with ongoing forest
development be mitigated such
that any negative effects on
grizzly bears and their habitats
be minimized.

That concern centers on the
need to maintain temporal and
physical isolation of grizzly bears
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from human intrusion; to
maintain habitat use
patterns; reduce the possibility of direct human-caused bear mortality (poaching or
accidental death); and to lessen the likelihood of human interaction leading to human/bear
conflict (ie.human defense kills) and/or habituation with humans (ie. campsite raids).

This proposal is to partially mitigate the negative and cumulative effects of impending road
access due to timber harvesting on grizzly habitat in the Kettle-Granby drainages. Grizzly
bears in wilderness situations are likely to become negatively associated with open roads and
development activity and therefore may be displaced from important habitat where roads
and/or frequent human activity occurs. An eventual “band” of forest development around
the Granby Park may act as a barrier to elevational movement and may force bears to remain
within the park boundaries, effectively reducing their currently available habitat area. The
areas proposed for vehicle restriction are adjacent to the new Granby Park and are relatively
inaccessible to motor vehicles at present. Exceptions are the Lightning Peak area; and the
recently road construction will occur in virtually every watershed surrounding the Granby
Park over the next few years. This proposal proactively addresses maintenance of the bear’s
physical isolation from human influence while permitting legitimate commercial use of
timber and mineral resources."

www.boundaryalliance.org
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Kettle-Granby Grizzly Bear

WHA 8-373

Secure Core Areas

9“21 MOl1ly ‘

Legend

Roads 2006-2013
Roads < 2005
Motorized Trails

Landscape Sub-Units
D Protected Areas

Wildiife Habitat Area
Secure Core Areas
>500 m from active road

SCA lost since 2005

Mapping by David Leversee, wildlife biologist and GIS Consultant

KETTLE GRANBY

GRIZZLY WILDLIFE HABITAT AREA

decline in Secure Core Areas from 2005 to 2013

Note the Secure Areas Lost (orange areas)since 2005

The GAR ORDER 8-373 can be viewed

Here

AN UPDATE ON THIS MAP ON THE FOLLOWING PAGE

www.boundaryalliance.org

map indicates the area under supposed protections as per GAR Order 8-373 and shows the

Approval of PRL proposal would further reduce Secure Core Areas, putting grizzlies at risk.


http://www.env.gov.bc.ca/wld/documents/wha/URAR_8-373_Ord.pdf
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2020 MAP SHOWING SHRINKING SECURE CORE AREAS AND PRLS’s planned further intrusion.

Mapping by David Leversee wildlife biologist and GIS Consultant

www.boundaryalliance.org
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WE RECOMMEND YOU SUBMIT YOUR COMMENTS TO FRONT COUNTER BC

WRITE, EMAIL, CALL and/or CC other agencies as listed, plus Media. Please include the area
MLA amongst those you CC. See Government email addresses

THE APPLICATIONS CAN BE VIEWED AT:

For additional information, review the adventure tourism commercial recreation tenure
management plan which consists of location, infrastructure and impacts, as well as the
roadway license of occupation management plan which consists of road & terrain description
and environmental impacts.

To submit comments, please send your comments directly to Sharon Dailey, Senior
Authorization Specialist, Crown Land Authorization, Kootenay Boundary Region. 250-420-
6442 sharon.dailey@gov.bc.ca. Please mention that this is related to Crown Land File:
4406147, 4406148, 4406149

WE ARE INCLUDING COPIES OF SOME SENT LETTERS OR EMAILS. Here (page under
construction)

Feel free to include, adapt any of the concerns.:

WILDLIFE CONCERNS REPORTS & LINKS COMMENTARY

We are providing articles and links to articles which focus on Grizzly and Wolverines.

The common thread is the effect of too many roads on these and other species and this
proposal has many more, not to mention the disturbances and emissions created by a cat-
ski, helicopter delivered and supplied operation and other needed machinery.

www.boundaryalliance.org
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OUR EXPANDED CONCERNS Summary of Concerns expanded.

(1) Completely inadequate Public notification process and response period the application
only came to “limited” public attention on Nov 19th 2020 following advertisement in
the Boundary Creek Times and subsequent advertisements in the Grand Forks Gazette
on Dec 2" and 9 th as per direction from Government to “advertise in local papers”.
Due to late filing of the ads, the comment period was moved from Dec 31st to Jan 14t
Although the applicants were given guidance to proceed in Feb 2020, whatever
processes the Proponent and/or Government were engaged in, the public only recently
received notice. Furthermore the proponents declined to be interviewed for a story
published in the Grand Forks Gazette on Dec 16™. This late season filing, and ridiculously
short response period works to prevent adequate public discussion, review and
comment. In this season, it is not possible for interested parties and professionals to do
the on the ground assessments crucial for a project of this scale.

Government needs to follow our recommendation for a 1 year delay to address the
concerns.

The notion put forward by the proponents that “mitigation and diligent use measures”
will solve deficiencies during the build-out is not credible. It joins a number of other
claims by the Proponents that are not credible.

(2) Overlap into Motor Vehicle Closed Area, trashing the intent of that closure.
This overlap and the Lodge, other accommodations, service buildings, services and
more, all being built in the Motor Vehicle Closed area, trashes the intent of the MV
closed area. Such closures were made years ago to provide some level of protection
from disturbance around the Granby Park, with knowledge that Park boundaries alone
do not provide the needed habitat and low disturbance benefits needed by a variety of
species, particularly Grizzly and Wolverine.
Check our links to these reports. You will find many more online. The plan can be
predicted to have spillover effects into Granby Park where the proponents had initially
proposed operation. The possibility of similar intrusions in the larger Motor Vehicle
Closed areas around the top and to the East of Granby Park should be a wakeup call.
Our other pages show the possible areas under threat and the larger highly impacted
area around the PRL proposal.

(3) Entire Area in Kettle Granby Grizzly Wildlife Habitat Area, GAR Order 8-373, trashing
intent of that designation. This designation is intended to provide various protections
for Grizzly. Notwithstanding applicants claims of seasonal use only, maintenance needs
and other servicing and the probability that applicants will seek expanded season use
(despite current denials) trashing of the intent of the GAR is inevitable. Map of the
Secure Core Area is in earlier pages along with link to the GAR Order.

www.boundaryalliance.org
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(4) Massive operation with Ecological Footprint far exceeding the Tenure Footprint.
Any Environmental Assessment of value, needs to include the Ecological Footprint and
related

economic and environmental costs.

(5) Completely inadequate “armchair” assessment As discussed above. That a project of
this size and consequence has been brought forward without full “on the ground”
assessment is astonishing, but it also appears as though the proponents, in their own
words, have planned the project based on google earth views, a couple of helicopter
trips and some snow mobile forays. All not nearly adequate. Our own guidance on what
is essential in an EIA to follow later.

(6) Due to application timing and season, no opportunity for interested parties to do the
necessary ground assessments. Plan rejection or a delay are essential to enable the on
the ground review in spring and summer by interested parties and professionals.

(7) Loss of Habitat in an already fragmented landscape with serious consequences for the
threatened Kettle-Granby grizzly and other wildlife, by way of effective disturbance
resulting in probable displacement of wildlife. See our links to Studies. An abundance of
reports, many on grizzly and wolverine that share a commonality. Roads are a problem
for these and other species, more roads and trails will increase the problem. The
impacts are well documented and ignoring them will continue the trend in which
wildlife largely continues to decline. Goat, caribou have been past occupants of this
general area.

We urge Government to not continue to preside over the demise of more species.

(8) Accelerated runoff with attendant issues from roads and trails leading to increased
flooding risk. More roads, trails, tree removal, and a predictable increase in wind-
blown, snow press damage will all contribute to the timing, and release of melt water
and contribute to factors that result in flooding.

(9) Many new roads and trails with attendant tree removal proposed in areas in addition
to already high existing road network In addition to accelerated runoff mentioned
above, terrain is further fragmented with consequences for a variety of wildlife including
providing “improved” paths for wolves.

(10)  Highly mechanized operation with noise and air pollution in and out of tenure. in
addition to heavy machinery needed for logging, trails, building and more, continuing
operation using cat-ski machines, snowmobiles, helicopters for supplies and ferrying in
clients, diesel generators and likely other gas using snow machines, plus the greenhouse
gas impacts of clients flying in from wherever means that this project is not as claimed
by the proponents. Namely, a project, “that will have minimal impact on the land and
wildlife values” and “ is not sustainable for the long term.” These comments are
unsurprising from Proponents who celebrate “the legacy of logging roads (that have
been) crucial to the creation of this industry.” and that these roads are “ a great
example of how existing forestry roads can all allow for the creation of a new and long

www.boundaryalliance.org
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term sustainable operation.......
Anyone concerned about habitat, wildlife and pollution, local and global, (Government
?) must reject the Proponents assertions.

(11) Concerns as to Government intent to “favour” this application. It has been startling to
hear that Government might favour this application in view of the tale of “loss” of an
earlier tenure as told by the Proponents. “That the Province has been very supportive of
the (Proponents) in their pursuit of a replacement cat skiing tenure, as theyunderstand
the devastating loss......... "

Whatever risks the Proponents failed to recognize and however incomplete due
diligence was for that earlier proposal, is all on the proponents. It is no reason to
“favour” this bad plan.

Other comment has indicated that Government is ready to “favour” job creation over
the environment. There is a long history of that, and the costs to the environment
become more obvious every day. Employment, largely of the itinerant, transient kind,
should be recognized as nothing that justifies environmental costs.

There are also indications that relevant information from some within Government with
knowledge of the risks to wildlife have been excluded from or not invited to comment
on this proposal. We expect that the new Minister should be tasked with investigating
this and other issues related to policies, practices and legislation governing resource
allocations.

We expect to post further on the frequent mantra that “we need to balance, social,
economic and environmental issues”. Balance sounds reasonable in this context, except
it invariably results in a “big bite” out of the environment with no consideration of
cumulative effects and probable future effects.

(12) Exaggerated economic benefits and no costing of environmental consequences.
Irony of proposing high ecological harm, global warming enterprise of a type already
recognized as contributing to loss of ski seasons world-wide, amongst other harms.

And no, the disturbances will not all take place “while the grizzlies are sleeping”.

The “Renegade” name is appropriate.

www.boundaryalliance.org



GOVERNMENT CONTACT for your emails or cc’s

Katrine Conroy
Minister of Forests, Lands, Natural Resource Operations and Rural Development
FLNR.Minister@gov.bc.ca

Nathan Cullen
Minister of State for Lands and Natural Resource Operations
nathan.cullen.MLA@leg.bc.ca

Kelly Greene, MLA
Parlimentary Secretary for Environment
kelly.greene.MLA@Ieg.bc.ca

Roly Russell, MLA
Parliamentary Secretary for Rural Development
roly.russell. MLA@Ieg.bc.ca

George Heyman
Minister of Environment and Climate Change Strategy
ENV.Minister@gov.bc.ca

Premier John Horgan
Premier@gov.bc.ca

Paul Rasmussen, Assistant Deputy Minister
MFLNRORD Executive Admin Iris.Cadogan@gov.bc.ca
<Iris.Cadogan@gov.bc.ca>;

Mark Andison, RDKB Chief Administrative Officer
mandison@rdkb.com
202 - 843 Rossland Avenue, Trail, B.C. V1R 4S8

Donna Dean - RDKB Manager of Planning and Development
ddean@rdkb.com

Mike Tollis - Alternate RDKB Area D Regional Director
Tollis.ma@gmail.com

Vicki Gee, RDKB Area E Regional Director
vgee@rdkb.com

www.boundaryalliance.org
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Grace McGregor, RDKB Area C Regional Director
gmcgregor@rdkb.com gmcgregor@rdkb.com

Deputy Ministers as well.

Lori Halls

Lands and Natural Resource Operations Secretariat, Ministry of Forests, Lands, Natural
Resource Operations and Rural Development

John Allan
Ministry of Forests, Lands, Natural Resource Operations and Rural Development

LINKS TO WILDLIFE STUDIES & COMMENTARY on following page.

www.boundaryalliance.org
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Links & Reports re wildlife and habitat Grizzly focus

Clayton Lamb, Mowat et al Effects of Habitat Quality and Access......Grizzly Bear Population
https://besjournals.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1111/1365-2664.13056

BC Forest Practices Board Report Aug 2017 Forest Roads and Grizzly Bear Management in the
Kettle Granby Area https://www.bcfpb.ca/reports-publications/reports/forest-roads-

grizzly-bear-management-kettlegranby-area/ Mowat/ lamb. Extension Note 120 2017
https://www.for.gov.bc.ca/hfd/pubs/docs/en/EN120.pdf

Michael Procto,r McLellan, mowat, Lamb 2019 Effects of Roads and Motorized human access
on Grizzly Bears http://transbordergrizzlybearproject.ca/

Michael Proctor, Lamb, MacHutchon, The Grizzly Dance between Berries and Bullets
Proctor et al 2017.pdf (transbordergrizzlybearproject.ca)

re above, transborder grizzly project website with various resources and
reportshttp://transbordergrizzlybearproject.ca

Patrick Stent 2011 Kettle Granby & Central Monashee Grizzly Bear Population Review

resource roads and grizzly bears in bc and alberta proctor, mclellan, mowat , lamb
http://transbordergrizzlybearproject.ca/

pdf/Proctor%20et%20al%202018%20Grizzlies%20&%20 Resource%20Roads%20Report.pdf

Brian Horejsi Endangered Granby-Gladstone Grizzly here
Brian Horejsi Lynch Creek report here

Brian Horejsi Reports, PDF’s in Appendix

Wolverine focus

George Wuerthner 2020. Political Science and the Fate of the Wolverine
https://www.counterpunch.org/2020/12/21/political-science-and-the-fate-of-the-wolverine/

GW also a prime author of Welfare Ranching: The Subsidized Destruction of the American
West. Recommended Reading, it mostly happens here too.

Wolverines in Winter: Indirect Habitat Loss and Functional Responses to Backcountry
Recreation. Heinmeyer et al 2019
https://www.fs.fed.us/rm/pubs journals/2019/rmrs 2019 heinemeyer k001.pdf

www.boundaryalliance.org
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The Sustainability of Wolverine Trapping Mortality in Southern Canada. Mowat et al 2019
https://wildlife.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1002/jwmg.21787

Dr Brian Horejsi takes some exception to this one. See his comments in Appendix A

Abundance and Distribution of Wolverines in the Kootenay Region. 2013
https://idfg.idaho.gov/sites/default/files/final report2013 final.pdf

Appendix A to follow
Appendix B
Horejsi, Sinking Lifeboat.

Comment from Dr Brian Horejsi, about the PRL Project and more: Our sinking lifeboat;
environmental mismanagement and failure to protect 14 Dec 2020 There lurks a monster,
largely out of sight, behind the Covid-19 news now distracting and preoccupying the media and
we, the people. That monster is a “new” majority government settling comfortably, quietly,
into the 5-year long seat of unchallenged power. Personally, | find that terrifying! British
Columbia has always run a “sink the ship” forest and land management and environmental
protection system, a system now decades into paralysis. Like the Titanic, the environmental
conservation ship has sunk, and successive governments, including the most recent ones, have
slyly crammed the Public Trust — forests, land, water, wildlife - or the fragments that remain —
into a frail little life boat, and shoved off again, rowing frantically into the choppy waters of
overconsumption and greed. The same practices that characterized a long succession of
politicians, and a historically complicit civil service, incrementally punched so many industrial
consumption holes in the “environmental” ships hull it sank in only forty years. Now they claim
the life boat, run by people and a system born of the same management mentality, is still -
really - a flag ship. But widespread, highly visible evidence says the provinces public landscapes
and ecosystem have been vandalized by a list of ministers and premiers whose leadership style
was characterized by no vision, no guts and no backbone. And it continues to allow private
interests to punch holes in the environmental lifeboat; Take for example, Powder Keg, an
attempt to grab 88 sq km of public land adjacent to the Granby “Protected” area in southern
BC, place it in a private “tenure”, and make it a for-profit playground for snowmobilers in
winter and off roaders and mountain bikers in summer. And right next door to it, Big White ski
Resort, already the beneficiary of a huge public land grab, wants to add another 6000 users, an
18 hole golf course and “control of user access” over another 4000 ha, ! One ugly theme runs
through this history of private interests exploiting public land for personal gain; the
conspicuous absence of an Environmental Impact Assessment process. This is not accidental; it
is a deliberate omission that has undermined environmental protection in BC for half a century.
How could that be, you might wonder? Because a legislated EIA process demands written
standards for land and wildlife protection, is based on use of the best available science
evidence, guarantees pubic access to and involvement in the process, and has regulatory
standards for civil service accountability. It draws lines in the sand beyond which government
and industry cannot intrude without being exposed; and it protects the people and the public
Trust. Its easy to see why legislated environmental impact assessment petrifies ideological
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governments like the New Democrats, and the Liberals before them. It eliminates random
choice and political expediency, like approving the Site C dam after promising not to do so. It
allows someone like John Horgan to pick who wins, all while loading immense emotional pain
and economic, environmental and social cost to the people. It allows people like Horgan, and
former Premiers Clark and Campbell, to push ecological viability and integrity over the
precipice, where caribou populations become extinct, wolverine are gone from huge parts of
BC, and old growth forests are trashed until only 5% of historical area is left. It means extreme
schemes to privatize pubic landscapes, like Powder Keg and Big Whites proposed invasion of
the home of endangered Granby grizzlies — maybe only 40 bears remaining — are protected by
privacy and secretly creep p to being almost done deals. Given the abysmal state of regulatory
enforcement of tenures and land use permits and license’s — clear government signals to the
public that “we” dare not tarnish the holy grail - someone just “making a buck” - areas like the
proposed Powder Keg and expanded Big White will be essentially a free-for-all by private
interests exploiting public lands. We have the equivalent of a vaccine for this ongoing epidemic
of environmental destruction; it is a vast body of knowledge clearly demonstrating our need to
limit (and then reverse, even at this advanced stage) consumption and its growth - the ultimate
causes of environmental destruction. But missing in action are political will and backbone.
Partners in crime to political expediency, the Civil Service has deliberately chosen to stand on
the sidelines, or worse, it has opted to aid and abet the widespread industrial degradation of
landscape ecosystems by assiduously avoiding public accountability and ecological performance
standards. We all condemn Trump for failing to deploy known measures to slow (and then stop)
Covid 19. Yet, advancing environmental catastrophe, exemplified by global climate disruption,
is now so deeply enmeshed in our lives we have come to tolerate incompetence, ineptitude,
and failure in governments feeble efforts to save the land and ecological processes upon which
we all depend. Todays NDP government, a frightening collection of people burdened by
yesterdays thinking, are unlikely to be capable of dealing with todays intense ecological, social
and economic pressures, all of which demand revolutionary measures that cannot help, were
they to be implemented, but cause great pain among traditional, entitled special corporate and
business interests. Dr. Brian L. Horejsi Wildlife ecologist Penticton, B.C
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