The following is a guest article, Declaration of Support....... produced and signed by 26 scientists. The article is a
response to the B.C. Gov’ts recent request for comments for reactivated proposals for a South Okanagan Park.
Boundary Alliance made its own separate submission online and in the format requested by Gov’t. That online
process made no provision for identifying whether the submission came from an individual or group/organization.
Unlike similar processes, e.g. submission of comments re Water Act changes, comments/submissions are not being
published online. This lack of transparency can hide any public awareness of “stacking” of responses by so called
stakeholders.

While we largely support the following Declaration by scientists we do have concerns over a “balanced” approach
to cattle grazing in any Park unless that “balanced” approach incorporates an honest assessment of the public and
environmental costs of cattle grazing on public land. The absence of any honest “costs” assessment to date has
resulted in misleading claims of positive economic values to grazing. See our articles covering this topic at:
www.boundaryalliance.org/ba 008.htm

Al Grant for Boundary Alliance.

Declaration of Support
For Negotiations L eading to a New Framework for Protecting the
South Okanagan L ower Similkameen

Wetheundersignedasmemberof BC’s scientificcommunity,join with ParksCanadathe
Provinceof BC, the OkanagarNation Alliance, anda majority of local residentsin supporting
enhancegrotectionfor theecosystemsf the SouthOkanagarandLower SimilkameenWe
encourageéhe governmenbf British Columbia,ParksCanadandthe OkanagarNation Alliance
to initiate formal negotiationgo finalize boundariestelationshipsandcommitmentgor the
creationof a NationalParkReservgNPR)andfor thelong-termprotectionandmanagementf
thisremarkablearea.

The SouthOkanagarandLower Similkameenthedriest,hottestregionof Canadais hostto
extremelyhigh biodiversityvalues.This smallgeographicahreais hometo one-thirdof BC's
red-listedandnearlyhalf of BC’s blue-listedspeciestrisk. As thevery northernmoséxtension
of the GreatBasinbiome,the geneticandadaptation®f the plantsandanimalsfoundhereare
notonly importantin their own right, butalsoin a climate-altereduture.Much of theareais
nativegrasslandwhich representgessthanoneperceniof BC's landbase andlessthan8% of
BC'’s grasslandsirein parksor protectecareasEventhoughportionsof mapAreasl and3 are
designategbrovincial ProtectedAreas,theycurrentlyreceivethe samdevel of managemerdas
ordinaryCrownland. The SouthOkanagan/LoweSimilkameerhasspecialsignificanceto First
Nationsandcontainssacrectulturalandtraditional-usesitessuchasSpotted_ake andthe White
LakeBasin.

Background

In 2012,following 8 yearsof studiesandconsultationsthe Federal-ProvinciaNationalPark
SteeringCommittee determinedt wasfeasibleto establista NPRto represenbneof thelast
NaturalRegiongNaturalRegion3) not yetin the nationalparksystemThe parkconcept
includesavision for partnershipsgradualand assemblyandalong-termtransitionto a national
parkreservewhile offering uniqueeducationahndvisitor opportunitiesandaninnovative
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approacho workingwith rancherdor ecologicalandparkobjectivesThe sizeof theoriginal
park proposawassignificantlyreducedrom over 600sqkm to afinal conceptuaareaof 284sq
km. First Nations,who opposedhe original ParksCanadgPCA) processreleasedheir own
Syilx assessmeirt 2013,in whichtheydeemedhe proposedNationalParkReservdeasible
andsupportednovingaheado negotiations.

Recognizinghatadditionalprotectionwasrequired BC putforwardthe 2015IntentionsPaper
for alandprotectionframeworkfor the SouthOkanagan/LoweSimilkameenusinga
combinatiorof provincialtoolsandnationalparkreservdands.The Provinceis seeking
feedbaclonits IntentionsPaperThis Declarationexpressesupportfor the principlesof the
Paperdefinesadditionalprinciples,andprovidesinputto thequestiongposedn the PaperThis
Declaratiomalsourgesall partiesto proceedexpedientlyastherapid paceof landconversion
anddevelopmenin theregionmaypre-empthe opportunityto createa NPR.

We support additional protection.

We envisiona protectecareaframeworkwith acoreNPR astheflagship,surroundedy a
varietyof ownershiplegislation,andapproachefor protectingouffersandconnectingcorridors.
The NPRwould receivethe highestlevel of ecologicalprotectionfunding,andmanagement,
settinga “gold standard’for adjacentands.Provincialparks,protectecareasandconservancies
couldalsobemanagedsperipheralreasof protection,solongastheyareadequately
resourcedOverthelong term,the protectecareaframeworkwill evolve(includingexpansiorof
theNPR),guidedby ecosystem-basedanagemerdndarespectfutransitionfrom existing
usesAn essentiatlemenis strongcollaboratiorandadequateesourcingo enhanceverall
protectionthroughecosystem-basedanagemenbackedoy a strongresearclandongoing
monitoringeffort. Theframeworkshouldincludetransbordecooperatiorwith adjacent
WashingtorState.

It shouldbe notedthat284 sqkm is notlargeenoughto protectendangeredpeciesand
ecosystemandit is crucialthatthe NPRfootprintbe expandedvertime.

We support shared management with the Syilx Bands and the ONA.
Onthepathtowardsreconciliationcommongroundcanbefoundthroughthe collaborative
managemernf protectedands.First Nationvaluesandrightsmustberespectedand
arrangementpursuedor cooperativananagemeniVhereappropriateandasguidedby Syilx
communitiesjow-impactnon-motorizedulturaltourismcanbepursuedo enrichvisitor
experienc@ndenhancehelocal tourismsector.

We support respect for private landowners.

Someprivatelandownersnaywish to cooperatevith the protectecareasramework;othersmay
not. Privatelandacquisitionsvould be madethroughwilling seller/willing buyernegotiations.
Theremustbeno privatelandexpropriationor newrestrictionsplacedon privatelands.
Ranchersvishingto sell theirlandto PCA shouldbe giventhatopportunity,whethertheyranch
in mapAreal, 2 or 3.
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We support recognizing existing uses.

Someexistinglanduseswill notbe compatiblewith the proposedrotectecareagramework.
We supportarespectfuljong-termtransitionfrom thosecurrentusesasproposedy PCA.We
do not supportanyprovisionthatprovidesvetopowerto tenureholders regardingchangeshat
would berequiredin orderto meetconservatiorobjectivesWe do not supportthe continuation
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of illegal existingusessuchasATVing in grasslandgcontraryto FRPASection46(1)or
ATVing in provincialparks,(contraryto the Park,ConservancandRecreatiorAreaRegulation,
Section24).

We support a balanced approach to the grazing issue.

We recognizeheissueof livestockgrazingis complex,with no simpleanswersLivestock
grazingis anincompatibleuseunderthe NationalParksAct, yetranchinghasatraditionalrole
thatdatesbackto the 1860’s,andis partof theeconomicandculturalfabric of theregion.We
supportthe currentpolicy thatgrazedandspurchasedy PCA for aNPRwill bestrictly ona
willing seller,willing buyerbasiswith a graceperiodfor theremovalof livestock,andfor
intergenerationdiamily ranchtransfersTheimpactof the NPR on theranchingsectorcanbe
morethanoffsetby PCA purchasingdditionallandsspecificallyfor grazing- butnot making
thempartof theNPR,andby PCA collaboratingwith andexpandingthe existingbiodiversity
ranchingnitiative in the White Lake Basin. Thekey nativebunchgrassesf the SouthOkanagan
Similkameerdid not evolvewith significantgrazingpressureandareexquisitelysensitiveto
overuseln orderto besustainablejvestockgrazingrotationsmustbevery conservativand
includeseason-longestperiods.

Thefollowing sectioncontainsour responsetd questiongposedn the IntentionsPaper.

Question 1: Arethe appropriate areas captured in the overall land protection framework?
Our Response: Theprotectedarea

frameworkneeddo recognizeand
respondo critical valuesoutsideof core
protectecareasuchasbiodiversity
hotspotshabitatfor speciestrisk,
ecologicalconnectivity(landscape-level
connectivityaswell aslocally important
corridors),andabroadSyilx vision for
culturalandecologicalintegrity. A
broaderArea of Cooperation(seemap)
aroundcoreprotectedareasshouldbe
definedusinga collaborativeandscience-
basedapproachWithin thisarea,
numerougartieswould work
cooperativelyowardsthe sustainability,
ecologicalstewardshi@ndwatershed
protectionrequiredto achievelandscape-
level sustainabilityobjectives. A broadAreaof Cooperation
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Question 2: Arethere any W
adjacent lands of particular s '
conser vation, recreation or VK _
cultural heritage value that E
should beincluded in Area 1? P
Our Response: MountKobau
andKilpoola North Protected
Areasmustbeincludedwithin
NPRAreal astheywere
establishedor the protectionof
federallylistedspeciesatrisk,
amandatéPCA hasthe
authorityandresourcesor.

An accesgorridorbetween
currentAreal andMount
Kobau/Kilpoolawill alsoneed
to beestablished.

Thesoutheasterbhoundaryof
Areal (OsoyoosNestBench)
shouldbemovedeastward
slightly to capturethe habitats
of severafederallyred-listed i - A
species. il

.IJ

b

oposed South

: Okanagan Similkameen
z 1 Marional Park Reserve

Sonrh Secrion

|1
i 2

o

o} Mindiversity Clas - 508
Ll Crnavrtion Progren

M Dsoytion

l'roposel Madonal Fark
Teesrrve | gemvrmamme
Concept dram 1,25

Propremend Blaninnal | Park
Feserve Addidons

Yaarrm Bizhom Mararal
WiliBilr Anea

Exchring B Parks &

Prwarened frvay

Firnt Matiuns Broerve Landk

Wrrr high
High
Wadrras
Lirw
ey livw
Tha Chita

e -

Osoyoos West Bench (highlighted in blue) must be included in NPR

Question 3: Arethere any special considerationsthat should be taken into account in

establishing additional protection for Area 1?

Our Response: Dueto the sensitivityof this area facilities for casualisitorsshouldbelocated
adjacento Highway3, with theinterior areareservedor guidedtoursandlow-impact,foot-
basedhaturetourism. Led by First Nations,a culturalandviewing facility adjacento Spotted

Lakecouldbedeveloped.

Question 4: Arethere any adjacent lands of particular conservation, recreation or cultural

heritage value that should be included in Area 2?

Our Response: A connectivitycorridorshouldbe establishedetweemreasl and3, that
eventuallypbecomepartof the NPR.In orderto achievethis, PCA shouldbegiventheright to
purchaseppropriatgrivatelands(andassociatedattlegrazingtenures)vithin Area2, ona

willing seller,willing buyerbasis.Oliver Mountain,with its high biodiversityvaluesand

endangeredpeciesshouldbefully protectedaspartof this corridor.
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Quesgtion 5: Arethere any special considerationsthat should be taken into account in
establishing additional protection for Area 2?

Our response: As our climatewarms,maintaininghealthyecosystemandgoodecological
connectivitywithin Area2 andto otherarease.g.SnowyProtectedArea, will beessentiafor
thesuccessfumigrationof newly-adaptecdativespeciesthusreducingopportunitiedor alien
speciesnvasions|f the ProvinceandFirst Nationsdecideto createa transitionalprovincial
conservancyn Area2, it shouldbemanagedo anequivalenistandardasthe NPR.

Question 6: Arethere any adjacent lands of particular conservation, recreation or cultural

heritage value that should beincluded in Area 3?
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East side of Vaseux Lake (marked in blue) should be included in the NPR

Our response: EcologicalandSARA objectivesfor the NPR cannotbereacheadvithout
additionalland purchasen White Lake-Vaseuxarea Area3 shouldbe extendedalongthe east
sideof VaseuxLake,connectingt to thefollowing importantentities:The NatureTrust
AntelopeBrushproperty,thelower portionof VaseuxBighornNationalWildlife Area,the
VaseuximportantBird Area,the SouthOkanagarRehabilitationCentrefor Owls, andthe
McTaggart-Cowaildlife ManagemenArea.

Question 7: Arethere any special considerationsthat should be taken into account in
establishing additional protection for Area 3?

Our response: PCAwill needto participaten theexistingNatureTrust BiodiversityRanch
initiative, anddevelopcooperativegartnershipsvith the NationalResearctCouncilandthe
CanadianWildlife Service CanadiarWildlife Servicelandsshouldbemanagedo the national
parkreservestandardwhethertheyaretransferredo ParksCanadabr not.
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RESPECTFULLYSIGNED,

Dr. RobertA. CanningsPhD, CuratorEmeritusof EntomologyRoyal British Columbia
Museum

Dr. ToddRedding,PhD,P.Ag, Departmenbf Geography EarthandEnvironmentaScience,
OkanagarCollege

Hon.Dr. Tom Siddon,Ph.D.,L.L.D., RDOSDirectorfor Area'D’

Dr. LauchlanFraserPh.D.ProfessorBiological Science®epartmentThompsorRiversuUniv.
Dr. ChristophelR. Purton,Ph.D.NRC Herzbergnstituteof AstrophysicsPenticton

Dr. RobertC Handfield,Ph.D.Geologist retired.

Dr. TerryMclintosh,Ph.D.ConsultingBotanist

Dr. PamKrannitz,BSc,MSc, Ph.D.RetiredResearclscientistand Adjunct Professor

Dr. Alex JuhaszPh.D.Veterinarian

Dr. Jame<. Bryan,Ph.D.RetiredBiologist (BC EnvironmentCanaddrisheries)

JohnL. Howard, BA. RetiredWildlife Biologist

Dr. Karl W. Larsen Ph.D.Professorwildlife ecology& managemenDepartmenof Natural
ResourcéciencesThompsorRiversUniversity.

Bob Lincoln, RetiredBiologist (former OkanagarWildlife SectionHead,BC MOE).

Dr JohnReynoldsPh.D.ProfessofConservatiorEcology),SimonFrasetUniversity

Dr. DennisSt.John,Ph.D.Lepidopterist

Dr. SarahOtto, Ph.D.FRSCDirector, BiodiversityResearctCentre Dept.of Zoology, UBC
AnthonyHitchins,M.Sc.- Geologist.

Dr. JohnB. ThebergePh.D.Wildlife Ecologist

Ms. Mary T. Thebergaildlife Ecologist

Dr. ChrisDarimont,Ph.D.Hakai-Raincoag®rofessorniversityof Victoria
DanielMosquin,B.Sc,ResearciManagerUBC BotanicalGarden

Dr. S.D. ReidPh.D.,AssociateéProfessorDeptof Biology, UBC-Okanagan
WandaBentkowski,B.Sc— Geologist.

Dr. Kai M. A. Chan,AssocProf& Tier 2 CanaddResearciChair(Biodiversity& Ecosystem
Services)nstitutefor Resourcegznvironmeni& SustainabilityUBC

Don Gayton,M.Sc, P.Ag, Consultingecologist

Tags:  Protected Areas Framework for British Columbia’s South Okanagan, South Okanagan National Park, South
Okanagan Similkameen National Park
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